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keenness of youth.   Laura Tennant, the exquisite girl
just affianced to Alfred Lyttelton, wrote :

" The step you have just taken is, to my mind, one of the
noblest things I have lived to see."

She was not to see many more, for after a short
year of wedded happiness her eyes were closed for
ever. Rosebery had for long been on terms of close
friendship with Sir Charles Tennant and with his
family.

He attended his first Cabinet of two and a half
hours on the 16th. It is a pleasant custom of Cabinets,
sometimes humanizing dull discussions, for Ministers
to exchange brief confidences on half-sheets of note-
paper. On this occasion Lord Granville tossed Rose-
bery this query:

" I wonder what you thought of us all ? "

The reply was just barbed with recollection :

" More numerous than the House of Lords and not quite
so united."

A similar note from Lord Northbrook was candid :
" I think you have joined a very short-lived Cabinet,"

and Rosebery thought that they certainly did not
seem very harmonious.

Such was Rosebery's first entrance to the inner
councils of Government. A Minister of the Crown is
always homme enchaine, his time is no longer his own ;
and in a sense his opinions are no longer his own, for,
where no deep principle is involved, he must often
subordinate his preferences to those of his colleagues,
and he must keep silence out of doors. But one man
knows that he is bound by the golden chain of willing
service ; another feels that he is bearing an iron yoke
imposed by imperious duty. It was the irony of
Rosebery's political life that, gifted as he was with